Master Syllabus

ADVANCED COLLEGE VOCABULARY: DEVR 1353

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:            Office:            Phone:        Email: 
Office Hours: 
Conferences:  Appointments may be scheduled for students who are unable to meet with the instructor during the office hours listed above.
REQUIRED TEXTS

.
GRADING SYSTEM

.
Grades will be based on a point system


Possible Total

250 points

A = 90% or above 
(225 - 250 points)

B = 80 - 89%         
(200 - 224 points)

C = 70 - 79%
       
(175 - 199 points)

D = 60 - 69%

(150 - 174 points)

F =  below 60%
(149 points and below)



COURSE DESCRIPTION

Designed to increase proficiency in understanding and correctly using words and word elements generally encountered in post-secondary academic settings.  Emphasis on words derived from Latin and Greek.  Also suitable for students preparing to take graduate school admissions examinations.  Prerequisites:  Grade of C or better in DEVR 1343 or DEVR 1313 or one of the following scores: Compass Reading Test 81 or above; Asset Reading Test of 41 or above; Acuplacer (CPT) Reading Test score of 78 or above; Nelson-Denny Reading total of 80 or above.  A two-year or four-year college or university degree also serves as a prerequisite.

COURSE RATIONALE 

This course is one of the four courses in the vocabulary segment of the developmental reading and/or writing sequence at Austin Community College.  The first level is DEVR 0333, Fundamentals of Vocabulary; the second level is DEVR 1333, Vocabulary I; the third level is DEVR 1343, Vocabulary II; and this course, DEVR 1353, Advanced College Vocabulary, is highest-level course. Students are placed in these courses on the basis of their score on one of several approved standardized reading tests. According to their order in the sequence, these courses increase in vocabulary level and in the complexity of the assigned reading material.  To advance from one course to the other students must achieve a score of a C or better.  All courses are designed to increase the vocabulary level of the students so that they will be successful in their college-level courses when they exit the developmental reading and/or writing sequence.  The Advanced College Vocabulary course is also useful for students preparing to take graduate school admissions examinations.

The vocabulary courses are included in both the developmental reading sequence as well as the developmental writing sequence.  All fulfill Texas Success Initiative (TSI) requirements for participation in remediation of reading and/or writing skills.  None are exit-level courses.   Students should see an academic advisor or counselor for information on the TSI requirements and their TSI Individual Plan. 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY

At the orientation session students will receive instructions on the best strategies for studying and mastering assignments as well as techniques for expanding general vocabulary knowledge.  Since no class attendance is required in Distance Learning courses, students should schedule six hours each week for completing the assignments, and mastering the material assigned for each week of the semester. 

Word elements from Latin and Greek are introduced in the textbook.  English words based on these elements are presented in context as a guide to understanding the meaning of each word and how it is used correctly. Students will need the required college-level dictionary to verify the meaning of the words presented in context. Since this text is often used in some institutions in a two-semester sequence, students are responsible for learning only the even-numbered words in the lessons assigned, as is indicated on the course calendar.  Students in need of assistance can contact their instructor for help or take their assignment and textbook to one of the campus learning labs for free, one-to-one tutoring.  Periodic testing will measure the progress of the students.

OBJECTIVES

The students will increase their vocabulary level by achieving the following objectives:


1.   Use explicit and implicit context clues in the reading material surrounding 

                  unknown words


2.   Analyze the structure of words including prefix, suffix and root meanings


3.   Use specific memory devices that facilitate retention and recall of new words

4.   Use a greater number of words commonly encountered at higher academic levels

5. Use efficient dictionary skills

OUTCOMES

After completing this course, students will use their increased vocabulary level in reading and writing to meet the state requirements in these areas and to be successful in their college-level courses when they exit the developmental reading and/or writing sequences.  Also, this course helps students prepare for graduate-level entrance examinations.

STATEMENT OF ACADEMIC BELIEFS, ATTITUDES AND VALUES

After completing this course, students will use their increased knowledge of word meanings to:
Value reading as a way to learn and study;

Respect independent thinking, diversity, and the individual’s right to hold differing opinions and values;

Appreciate critical reading as means of maintaining a free society and use reading as a tool for  guarding their democratic rights;

Use their reading skills to participate in academic debate on issues of importance to the society and the world at large;

            Exercise their critical reading skills to enhance their quality of life and to support their life-long 

                        learning.

COURSE POLICIES

Mandatory "Contacts"

In order to receive a grade in this distance learning course, a student must have made at least three contacts with the instructor during the semester.


Orientation

A student must attend one orientation session during the first week of the semester.


Two additional contacts

A student must contact the instructor two more times during the semester by deadlines specified in the course calendar distributed at orientation.  These contacts may be made in person, by telephone or by email.  Any student not making these contacts by the deadlines may be withdrawn from the course by the instructor.

Attendance

All students are expected to attend the orientation for this course.  Since this is a distance learning course, no classroom attendance is required, but students are expected to spend six hours a week in studying and mastering the assigned material for the course.

Withdrawal

Students may be withdrawn by their instructor for failure to meet contact or test deadlines.  An extension of a deadline may be granted prior to the deadline solely at the discretion of the instructor.

If this course is the only course a student is taking to comply with TSI requirements, and the student withdraws or is withdrawn from the course by the instructor, the student may be withdrawn from all college-level courses in which the student is currently enrolled

“Incomplete” Grade

A grade of “Incomplete” (I) is granted only at the discretion of the instructor when unusual circumstances occur.  If the student does not complete the work prescribed by the instructor by the date designated by the instructor, the I will automatically be converted to a grade of  F.

“In Progress” Grade

The “In Progress” (IP) grade may be awarded to students who remain in the class, meet class deadlines, are progressing, but are not achieving the standards for earning a C or better in the course. The IP grade counts toward the student’s term hour load but carries no grade points or credit toward graduation.  An IP does not mean successful completion of the objectives of the course or completion of remediation.

Scholastic Dishonesty

Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work.  Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their thought, research or self-expression.  Academic work is defined as, but not limited to tests, quizzes, whether taken electronically or on paper; projects, either individual or group; classroom presentations, and homework. Penalties for scholastic dishonesty may range from a failing grade on a particular test or assignment to dismissal from the course depending upon the specific circumstances.

Academic Freedom

Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class.  In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints.  Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics.  It is my hope that there differences will enhance the class and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn.  Therefore, be assured that your grade will not be adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expression ideas or assignments.  Rather, we will respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions. 

Student Discipline Policy

Students at the College have the rights accorded by the Constitution to freedom of speech, peaceful assembly, petition, and association.  These rights carry with them the responsibility to accord the same right to others in the College community and not to interfere with or disrupt the educational process.  As willing partners in learning, students must comply with College rules and procedures. Enrollment in the College indicates acceptance of the rules set forth in this policy, which is administered through the office of the Campus Dean of Student Services.  Due process, through an investigation and appeal process, is assured to any student involved in disciplinary action.

Instructional Services

The Learning Labs that feature free, one-to-one tutoring are located at the following main campuses:

CYP, EVC, NRG, RGC, RVS, PIN, and Round Rock HEC. Hours of operation, Location, and Telephone Numbers can be found on ACC’s website at http://www.austincc.edu/tutor/.

Testing Center Information

Testing Center information can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/testctr/  or by going to the centers on the main campuses. Tests for this class are on file at CYP, EVC, NRG, RGC, RVS, and PIN.  Speak to your instructor at orientation if you would like to take the tests at one of the other centers.

Student Services

Information about Student Services can be found at http://www.austincc.edu/support/  or by going  to the Advising Centers located at the main campuses.

Office of Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities.  Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.  Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester. Information is located at http://www.austincc.edu/support/osd/ .

Calendar

Students should refer to the attachment for the calendar for the current semester.
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